From the Dean
As I write this introduction, higher
education, like many other institutions,
is facing an unprecedented crisis due
to the spread of COVID-19. Life has
changed, as it did after 9/11. People
now worry about the safety of the
community and the foundations of
our civil life. Severe restrictions have
been placed on human interaction:
in classrooms, restaurants, movie
theaters, museums, all gatherings of
people of fifty (or possibly ten) or more.
The basics of human life—food, shelter,
warmth—are no longer a given but a continuing source of anxiety.
What the long-term effect will be is still unclear. We may become even
more isolated and fragmented than ever before with the underpinnings
of civilization no longer available; or, perhaps, in the face of such global
angst, we will pull together and create a better, more caring world.
These pieces for the fourth issue of The Quatrain, all by students at
Louisiana Tech, were composed prior to the crisis. But the writing
and illustrations address issues and values that will be sorely tested in
the days ahead: love, kindness, understanding, faith, and family. The
first piece by Addison Lindsay, “We’re Not Really Strangers,” offers a
foundation for the themes that will be explored in the volume: “Out
of all the infinite realities, we could find ourselves…we have somehow
found our reality here in the midst of seven billion humans walking on
the same ground on which we walk.” A photograph that appears on
page 72, by Ana Balestrazzi, ambiguously entitled “from ‘Life,’” captures a
still moment, depicting a tenebrous landscape. The image also suggests
a fit question to what we have read, and seen, and experienced in the
intervening pages. For what we wonder, as we conclude this issue, is
whether the vivid disc above the landscape, providing the only light to
the world below, is the image of a setting or a rising sun?

Letter from the Editor
When I was first asked to be a part of
this literary journal, I wasn’t quite sure
what I was getting myself into. There
were countless hours of responding
to emails, bothering my wonderful
roommate to proofread responses, and
creating spreadsheet after spreadsheet
to keep the submissions, biographies,
and edits organized. It was stressful
at times, but once I got the hang of
things, it became something I looked
forward to working on.
It was important to those of us on the editorial board that The Quatrain
provided a safe space for students to express themselves through their
work. We carried this ideal with us as we put this volume together
and hope that we can continue to uphold this standard. We want
to extend our deepest appreciation and gratitude to the Dean of the
College of Liberal Arts, Don Kaczvinsky. Without him, The Quatrain
would not be possible.
I want to thank my fellow editors for helping to make this volume
a reality, Anna Kelley and Dr. Erin Singer for guiding us through this
process, and my friends Delaney and David for proofreading my emails
and letting me talk things out with them. I would also like to thank
the contributors, for it is with their incredible works that we were able
to put together such a wonderful publication.
I hope that this literary journal sparks a fire in the hearts of many
to create, and to be unafraid to express themselves through their
creations. This was, and will continue to be, our goal. Please enjoy
Volume 4 of The Quatrain.

Donald P. Kaczvinsky
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